UNIT 3 



YORUBA 



s *o lo so ja laaro 



Se o lo si oja ni 



en 7 mo lo 



aro? 



B 



En, mo lo. 



Did you go to the 
market [m] the 
morning? 



Yes, I went. 



ta 



s * 6* ta 
i 



beeni mo ta 



Se o ta? 



B 



B£ni, mo ta, 



sell 
Did you sell? 

Yes, 1 did. 



B. NOTES 

1. Tone classes of verbs: 
Compare these forms t 



low vs. mid. 

mo lo 'I went' 

■ 

mo ta 'I sold' 



The verb stem meaning 'sell' is Jba. Notice that it has low 
tone m the position between mo (or any subject element) and the 
end of the sentence. In this same environment, lo 'go' has mid 
tone . 

We will find that each verb stem has its own 'basic' tone, 
and that the 'basic' tone of any verb will be the one which is 
used m the environment between mo 'I ' and the end of the sentence, 
Verb stems have their basic tones m some other environments also, 
but not m all. G-rouping verb stems according to their 'basic' 
tones makes it easier to keep track of the tones that they have m 
other environments. 
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2, Alternation of low and falling tones, m soja . 

The form for 'market' is given above as cja, but the contrac- 
tior, with s_i has the tones soja. In the latter word, the first 
syllable has the high tone of £i. The syllable ja has low tone m 
one instance but falling tone m the other. Quite frequently, but 
not always, syllables which have low tone m most environments will 
be found to have falling tone when they stand immediately after a 
syllable with high or rising tone. 

Notice, m fact, that for words of two syllables, falling 
tone occurs only on the second syllable, m words that have high 
tone on the first syllable. Low level tone does not occur under 
those circumstances. Low and falling tones do however contrast 
with one another m some other environments. 

C. Exercises . 

Practice the following pairs of expressions so that when you 
hear the first you can respond immediately with the second. 

1. Subject elements with a low verb. 

a. mo ta o ta b. s *o ta beeni mo ta 

i i i 

o ta mo ta s"e ta been! a ta 

ii ii 

» _ » 

e ta a ta 

i 

a ta e ta 

i 

2. Assimilated v_s. non-as simulated pronunciations. 

a. s 'o ta se o ta b. se o ta s'o ta 

s *e ta se e ta se e ta s 'e ta 
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3. Mid verb vs. low verb. 



D. 



a, mo lo 


mo ta 


b. 


mo ta 


mo lo 


6* lo 


o ta 




o ta 


o lo 


e lo 
i i 


e ta 
■ 




e ta 
i 


e 16" 
i i 


a lo 
■ i 


a ta 




a ta 


a 16" 
i 


Supplementary material: 


Some greeting 
which they 


is, and the 
are based. 


words 



% V 

osan 
i 

irole 
i i 

aaro 

ale 
i 

ana 



abo 
i 



'afternoon ' 
'early evening' 
'morning ' 
'late evening' 
'yesterday ' 
'return (noun) ' 



Practice the following sets of related expressionsi 

isolated word greeting greeting plus o 



osan 



irole 
■ t 

» r a. 

aaro 
■ 

ale 
i 

abo 
■ 



eka *san 

eku 'role 

■ t i 

ekaa.ro 

■ i 



eka'le 
t t 

r * \ 

e ka " bo 



eka 'san o 
■ 

ekurole o 

■ i i 

ekaaro o 

■ i 

eka'le o 
i i 

eka *bo o 
i i 



The first four of the above greetings are for specific times 
of day. But Yoruba greetings are not limited by the clock; there 
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is an appropriate one for almost any occasion. The fifth, above, 
is used to a person when he returns from somewhere. 

Here are two more, based on words which we have already met. 

lie eku'le eku'le o 

lse eku se eku se o 

■I iii iii 

Two expressions for leave— taking are based on the words abo 
'return' and lgba 'time': 

abo odabo odabo o 

i i ■ 

igba odigba odigbao 



UNIT k 

A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 'Excuse me. What is this? 1 

A 

ago o T Ago. Excuse me. 

B 

ya turn aside 

agolya o Ago ya o. ('You are excused.') 

A 

kini what? 
eyi this 

kiniyi Kim eyi? What is this? 



B 

apoti box 
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